IV.

LECTURE 14:
Concluding Thoughts

SOLVING THE TRILEMMA & RELATED OBJECTIONS

The original trilemma reviewed:

So the initial question—How can a loving God allow suffering?—should be replaced
with the more basic question: Was it just for God to permit sin, as the cause of
suffering, in the first place?

A. Standard free will defense
B. Modified version of it

A new (and logically subsequent) trilemma:

If omniscient, he would know how to eradicate evil.

If omnipotent, he would have the power to eradicate evil
If omnibenevolent, he would have the will to eradicate evil.
Therefore, such a God would have eradicated evil.

But evil has not been eradicated.

Therefore, God 1s not...

& b e

Why does he tarry so long?

But what about all the purposeless suffering—is that not unbefitting of God?

But why doesn’t he reduce the frequency and intensity of suffering?
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